THE RISING, JULY 18, 1936
TN the spring of 1936 the so-called Spanish Popular
-*- Front gained a scanty nominal victory at the polls.
Radicals, Socialists, Communists, and even Anarchists, in
alliance, had put to the best use the anomalies of the
Spanish electoral laws, and the wave of discontent due
to unemployment and economic depression, to snatch a
majority of seats m the Cortes.  Actually, they had failed
to obtafn a majority of votes throughout the country.
The total votes cast for the Popular Front were 4,356,000,
while those for the Right and Centre were 4,910,000.
On this showing the parties of the Right and Centre
should have had a majority of seats, but owing to the
Republican electoral law the seats were at first distributed
as follows: Popular Front 256, Right and Centre 217,
Thus the so-called reactionary parties had over 500,000
more votes but were given some forty fewer seats. Worse
was to come.  When the Cortes sat, the commission for
the verification of mandates got to work.  It had been
carefully "packed" for the occasion, and it gave Right
seats away to Socialists and Communists with glaring
partiality, so that when the Cortes was finally consti-
tuted the Popular Front found itself the unabashed
"possessor of 295 seats, while the Right and Centre, for all
that they had polled 500,000 more votes, had merely
177 seats. This was the great triumph of the Popular
Front at the polls in February 1936,
There was nothing surprising in this, for the Spanish
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